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 15th DMZ International Documentary Film Festival Announces
24 Pitch Projects for DMZ Docs Documentary Market 
16 Global Pitch and 8 Rough Cut Pitch Projects 
Featuring Various Topics and Novelty 
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[(Left) Photo of 2022 DMZ Docs Industry Pitch (Right) Photo of 2022 DMZ Docs Industry Opening Ceremony]

The DMZ International Documentary Film Festival (Festival Director Chang Hae Rang, hereinafter DMZ Docs) aims to promote the values of “Peace, Life, and Communication” through documentaries, and it announces 24 DMZ Docs Pitch projects to participate in the documentary market, held from September 15 to September 19, 2023. 

DMZ Docs Industry discovers, supports, and fosters outstanding documentary projects from Korea and Asia, and it organizes a documentary market during the festival so that global documentary industry professionals and filmmakers can meet and interact with each other actively.

DMZ Docs Pitch is a program that discovers documentary projects in production and introduces them to people engaged in the global documentary industry. For Korean and Asian documentary filmmakers who are producing meaningful documentaries in tough environments, the DMZ Docs Pitch provides invaluable opportunity to receive feedback on documentary production from experts. It also identifies the industrial demands to help the Korean and Asian documentary filmmakers secure funding. The DMZ Docs Pitch offers prize money to award winners and arranges meetings and individual consultations with broadcasting commissioners, funders, film festival staff, and sales and distribution companies for the pitch participants.  

A total of 123 entries from 37 countries were submitted for The DMZ Docs Pitch Program this year. The selection committees were composed of documentary experts from diverse fields and countries. The selection committee members include Korean members such as Filmmaker July JUNG, Moyoung Jin, Producer Gary Byungseok Kam, Editor Yeon Jung Lee, Muju Film Festival Programmer JO Ji Hoon, International members such as Producer Karim AITOUNA, Consultant Patrizia MANCINI, Producer Uldis CEKULIS, and DMZ Docs members such as Deputy Director OH Jung Hoon, Head of Programmer JANG Byungwon, and Industry Producer Sunah KIM.

This year’s Global Pitch entries cover diverse topics, including women, poverty, adoption, disability, death, labor, environment, migration, gender, youth, elderly, and family issues. A member of the selection committee who reviewed the Korean entries said, “I could feel each project’s efforts to cover a wide range of topics and view diverse and sharp issues in Korean society from their own point of view and each producer’s struggles to complete the works even in tough conditions.” A member of the selection committee who reviewed Rough Cut Pitch said, “I selected the works by considering different aspects, such as novelty of topic, appealing power, expectation for completeness, and need for assistance.”

The DMZ Docs Pitch entries are projects under production process or editing process, and all of them are granted 2 million won as a cash grant. They will be also participating in the Public Pitching during the DMZ Docs Documentary Market period and will be having one-to-one business meetings with global documentary industry professionals. After Public Pitching, the best project will be granted a total of 220 million won in cash and in kind as additional funds for completing the project.

The 15th DMZ International Documentary Film Festival will be held from September 14 to September 21, 2023 and 2023 DMZ Docs Documentary Market will be held from September 15 to September 19, 2023, at Paju-si and Goyang Special city, Gyeonggi-do. 


■ 2023 DMZ Docs Pitch “Global Pitch” Entries (16) 
	South Korea

	Project Title
	Director
	Producing Country

	Seeds of a Nation
	LEE Catherine
	South Korea, USA

	Phantom Memory
	CHOI Hyunjung
	South Korea, France

	Red Diary
	LIM Daecheong
	South Korea

	Mosque
	PARK Emmanuel Moonchil
	South Korea, Qatar

	Mika and Jeongbin
	KIM Youngjo
	South Korea

	After Life
	KIM Jeongkeun
	South Korea

	Karma
	KIM Myunwoo
	South Korea

	K-NUMBER
	JO Seyoung
	South Korea

	Asia

	Project Title
	Director
	Producing Country

	Camels of the Sea
(pre-selected from DocEdge Kolkata)
	Vikram SINGH
	India

	Climate of Consequences
	Seemab GUL
	Pakistan, France

	Daughter of Fuji
	Eri MIZUTANI
	Japan, Poland

	Life in the Shadows
	K.D.
	Afghanistan, Germany

	May Road Lead to the Flowers
	Dongnan CHEN
	China

	Parachute Kids
	S. Leo CHIANG
	Taiwan, USA

	Redlight to Limelight
	Bipuljit BASU
	India

	Untying the Knot
	Chona MANGALINDAN
	Philippines, UK



■ 2023 DMZ Docs “Rough Cut Pitch” Entries (8)  
	South Korea

	Project Title
	Director
	Producing Country

	The Second Ground
	NA Baru
	South Korea

	Boy on the Track
	SHIN Jeonghwa
	South Korea

	On the Wings of a Butterfly
	HYUN Jinsik
	South Korea

	My Mother's Account Book
	SUNG Seungtaek
	South Korea

	Asia

	Project Title
	Director
	Producing Country

	After the Snowmelt
	Yi-Shan LO
	Taiwan

	Friday at the Window
	Atieh ZAREARANDI
	Iran, Belgium, Qatar

	Prabha
	Vinita NEGI
	India, South Korea

	The Wild Street
	Lucy HUANG
	China




15th DMZ International Documentary Film Festival 2023.9.14~9.21 www.dmzdocs.com
2023 DMZ Docs Documentary Market 2023.9.15- 9.19 www.industry.dmzdocs.com 
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